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Message from the Artistic &
Managing Directors
Thanks to our funders, colleagues, volunteers and friends
from close to home and far and wide for their support, art,
energy, courage and passion. In this report, we can share
just a few of the hundreds of stories and photographs that
celebrate their contributions.
There have been so many joys this year. The emerging
leaders and offshoot projects that we have been nurturing
have blossomed: MABELLEarts became its own incorporated
organization with its own operating and multi-year Trillium
funding, with Arts4All not far behind; two young lead artists
joined forces at our Scarborough Community Arts Guild;
former interns created their own distinctive projects;
the youth of Camp Naivelt led community arts activities;
and children - including Ruth’s - who have grown up with
Jumblies, took their places as young adults in our artistic and
production teams. Our first Downtown Eastside Arts For All
Institute, in partnership with Vancouver Moving Theatre, took
our Jumblies Studio on the road. We published the first issue
of what we hope will be an annual publication of essays called
Out Of Place.
We welcomed new artists, accepted
more interns than ever before, developed
relationships with several new funders,
welcomed new board members, and attended
conferences in St. Louis, Regina and Halifax.
In Scarborough, the challenge and novelty
of bringing a Shakespeare play to such a diverse
community inspired a multitude of stories and
images and prompted an inventive array of activities
and approaches. We renovated and launched a new
arts space in the basement of the Lido Motel. Our
second evolving gallery at Cedar Ridge in May was a
glorious two weeks of exploration and festivity, bringing
together our associated communities across Toronto
(Scarborough, Etobicoke, Davenport West, Parkdale)
and from Nipissing First Nation. The year ended with
a collaboration of several Scarborough agencies for
a spring parade across a bridge and through a fanciful
archway into our next year of adventures.

Ruth Howard,
Artistic Director
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Keith McNair,
Managing Director
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Community Arts is not so much a form as a force
that aims to expand and transform the relationship
between art and our own society. It places sideby-side two concepts that have become disjointed,
and its eventual success might be heralded by the
term itself becoming redundant, because art will,
as it has at other times and does in other places,
imply community, and vice versa.
Ruth Howard,
Jumblies Artistic Director
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Scarborough
Residency
2009-2010 was our second
year in East Scarborough.
We engaged hundreds of
local residents of all ages
and backgrounds, using the
story, images, themes and
poetry of Shakespeare’s
The Winter’s Tale to inspire
other tales.

Students from
Willow Park Junior
Public School
made dioramas
based on images of
Here and There.

Community Arts Guild logo designed by Barbara Klunder

Participants at TDSB’s Newcomer Services
for Youth Program mapped Who Lives Here

Lobby Art took place at three Toronto
Community Housing buildings.

Photo: Andrea Raymond.

Yasodha, along with her parents and four
siblings, premiered their puppet shows at
the Hutchcraft Family Celebration.

In June, we paraded across the Lawrence
Avenue East Bridge, as a partner in the
Bridging Project. Photo: Andrea Raymond

Lead Artist Sean Frey, with masks made
by Scarborough youth, at the Cedar Ridge
Gallery.

Jumblies launched the Lido Motel Arts
Room in partnership with Scarborough
Family Residence. Photo: Andrea Raymond
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Filming “Winter Comes” with Tamil Seniors from
Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities

Like An Old Tale

In May, we celebrated our year
with a two week work-in-progress,
with 21 story-telling presentations,
puppetry, sculpting, dance, music, fabric
arts, mask, audio and film screenings,
presented by dozens of artists and
over 100 community members from
Scarborough, Etobicoke,
Davenport West, Parkdale &
Nipissing First Nation.
Our final epic-scale production will
take place in December 2011.

Thunderbirds Native Youth Dance Troupe

ARTISTIC &
PRODUCTION
TEAM:

Lead Artists: Sean Frey,
Beth Helmers1
Others: Elizabeth Burt,
Abby Callard, Julia Churchill*,
Helah Cooper, Shifra Cooper,
Penny Couchie,
Sharada Eswar,
Katherine Fleitas,
Priscilla Groom*,
Caroline Hollway,
Martin Howard, Helen Kotsonis*,
Mary Ruth Logue2, Emma Manchester,
Coleen MacPherson, Sue Miner,
Patrick Murray3, Monica Nunes*,
Eric Schwindt, Kerry Segal*, Adam Scime3,
Adam Paolozza, Mayahuel Tecozautla*,
Meredith Thompson, Diana Tso,
Dan Watson1, Erna Van Daele,
Martin van de Ven.
Community Engagement Coordinator
(incoming): Hillari Blumfald

Puppeteers from Scarborough Centre for
Healthy Communities’ Tamil Seniors Program

* Jumblies Studio Interns
1
Metcalf Interns
2
Cultural Human Resources
Council Intern
3
U.ofT. Faculty of Music
composition students,
supervised by Christos Hatzis

The Arts4All Players

Scarborough Youth
Shifra Cooper
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The Jumblies Studio
is a flexible, integrated and itinerant program for
learning, mentorship and exploration in Arts that
engage with and create Community.

•
•

Through the Studio, we:
encourage artistic vigour, variety, growth and
excellence in the field of community arts;
bridge the gap between formal training and
the working world through mentorship,
seminars, workshops and sharable resources;

• help artists to combine their expertise
•

and passions with meaningful social
inclusion and transformation;
maintain and share a body of
theoretical and practical knowledge.

Jumblies Studio faculty and guest
presenters: Ruth Howard, Sid Bobb,
Michael Burtt, Penny Couchie, Lisa Marie
DiLiberto,Varrick Grimes, Leah Houston,
Loree Lawrence, Keith McNair, Liz Rucker
and Dan Watson

We delivered our 4th Toronto Arts For All Essentials,
a 6-day intensive workshop about everything (or
almost everything) you need to know to run your own
community arts project, at Cedar Ridge and other
locations, attended by 22 artists and arts administrators.
In November, we adapted this course, and took it to
Vancouver for the Downtown Eastside Arts For All
Institute, in partnership with Vancouver Moving
Theatre and the Carnegie Centre.

• Clarke Mackey on his new book,
•
•

Random Acts of Culture: Reclaiming Art and
Community in the 21st Century
Dan Watson’s My Year with Jumblies
(thanks to the Metcalf Foundation);
Excel Basics and Brush-ups, and
Budget Skills with Heather Young.

Jumblies Studio offered Public Seminars and
Workshops:
• Michael Burtt and Julia Churchill’s
The Aesthetics of Silence;
• The Making of the Hilary Chronicles, presented by
Keith McNair and members of the production team;

Susan Noakes
Jumblies provided Project Support to our
former interns:

• Park of Many Paths at MABELLEarts;
• I Was A Brave Child, a new radio project at
Arts4All;

• Dan Watson’s Edge of the Woods Festival in
Huntsville;

• Fixt Point and Lisa Marie DiLiberto’s Tale of A
Town with Theatre Passe Muraille;

• Mindy Stricke’s photography and web-based
project, Welcome to Motherland;

• Faye Dupras’ youth puppet project in the

Deidre (D-Lishus) Walton

Boston Massachussetts area; and

Melanie McNeill
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• Eric Schwindt’s Parkdale Community Singers.
Projections with Sean Frey
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Ou r 2009-2010
Ju m bl ie s St ud io
In te rn s

With mentorship from Jumblies and
our Offshoots, interns delivered
more than 220 workshops.
Lois Jones
practium
student
Concordia
University’s
Theatre and
Development
program.
I learned the value
of carving one’s
place out in the
community: the
value of being a
part of something
so much larger
than the individual.

Mary Ruth Logue
arts administrator, visual artist
Jumblies Executive Assistant Intern, funded
by the Youth Intership Program, Cultural
Human Resources Council

Kerry Segal
performing artist
It’s such a beautiful process… the
transformation that happens when people
come out from shy to forward or comfortable.
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Helen Kotsonis
interdisciplinary
artist
This internship helped
me grow as an artist
and as a person,
introduced me to a
world of people that
I would not have
met and worked with
otherwise, and has
been a big part of
my introduction to
Toronto.
MONICA NUNES
practicum placement,
Health Promotion and
Community
Development, Masters in
Public Health program,
Dalla Lana School of
Public Health
Jumblies inspired me to
continue to look for that
fine balance between
advancing knowledge for
the sake of communities
and creating art that is
powerful in its own right.

Priscilla Groom
OCAD graduate with a specialty in
sculpture, and volunteer on Jumblies’ 2007
production of Bridge of One Hair
I made bears out of children, created sailors
from storms, bound books of young lovers, and
transposed voices of Hope.

Beth Helmers
Metcalf Foundation
Intern, Theatre
Directing
In my internship I’ve
been given freedom
to experiment and
exposure to an incredible
range of experiences,
projects and ways of
working. It has been
a terrific blend of
mentorship and support,
learning and leadership
opportunities.

Mayahuel Tecozautla
actor, dancer, choreographer
Working with Jumblies Theatre has been an
incredible opportunity to work with other newcomers
and immigrants.

Julia Churchill
singer, songwriter
Working with Jumblies provided the structure,
inspiration, learning environment and
mentorship that allowed me to apply my
music and sound ideas and build on them. I
feel as if a whole world opened up to me.

Dan Watson
theatre artist, Metcalf Foundation Intern
My experiences were diverse and very helpful
to my development as an Artistic Director.They
taught me valuable lessons in guiding a company
and planning for the future.

Penny Couchie
choreographer, co-founder Earth in
Motion World
Indigenous Dance and Aanmitaagzi Stor
ymakers in
Nipissing First Nation; Theatre Ontario
Intern
Working with Jumblies offered first hand
experience
in engaging entire communities in our
work as
professional artists.This, in turn, gave me
a sense of
how I can be part of fostering a return
to professional
art making in the everyday lives within
my own
community.
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Jumblies Offshoots

• made memory dresses and Leap of Faith performances to

present at Jumblies’ Like And Old Tale event in Scarborough;

• hosted over 150 people at our annual spring festival.

In April, MABELLEarts was awarded multi-year funding from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation for the ongoing Park of Many Paths
project, and so the work will continue and grow!
In 2009-2010, Arts4All:
• conducted workshops exploring the radio play form with
DPNC Literacy, Senior’s groups and the Arts4All Players,
starting a sound effects library and creating mini-radio dramas;
• created large-scale puppets and lanterns, with the Arts4All
Players and Pelham Inspired Youth, celebrating stories of fear
and courage;
• involved Arts4All Players and the Parkdale Singers in a video
with a playful narrative and important message - that Toronto
Neighbourhood Centres are essential to the health, well-being
and vibrancy of the communities they serve;
• held a successful pilot project providing safe and congenial
evening gatherings for seniors living at Pelham Park Toronto
Community Housing;
• participated in Jumblies’ Like An Old Tale;
• toured It Happened in My Apartment, a musical puppet
show, performed by Arts4All Players and Parkdale Singers, to
Thorncliffe Park and MABELLEarts.

MABELLEarts

was started by Jumblies in 2005
and became a self-sufficient Offshoot following the 2007
production of Bridge of One Hair.
In 2009/2010 MABELLEarts:
• ran Lantern Garden for the 4th time: made pirate ships,
baked in an outdoor oven, and planted gardens in the park;
• started up a weekly free evening art school;
• held a winter lantern festival in partnership with Arts4All;
• continued our weekly Women’s Sewing Room;
• launched a new interactive website;

Artistic Director: Leah Houston
Artists and Coordinators: Deb Houston, Michael Burtt,
Faten Toubasi, Marianne Alas, Amina Beegun, Alexandra Draghici,
Elinor Whidden, Joce Tremblay, Miriam Ahmed, Adrian Blackwell,
Jane Wells and Clyde Umnie Theatre Company, Katherine Fleitas,
Danielle Holke, James Davis, Julie Jarvis and Violetta Cardella.
Community Assistants: Raffaela Palazzo, Mona Roy, Pat Austin,
Sharon Lowley, Sayruq Farah, Fahima Ahmed, Dahab Adawe,
Fadwa Jibril and Qadar Aden.
MABELLEarts Board of Directors: Regan Mancini, Noah Kenneally,
Mike Lipowski, Leah Sherry and Bill Livingstone.

Rosa Lamanna, Arts4All Player since 2001,
in Like An Old Tale

Arts4All was founded by Jumblies in partnership with

Leah Houston, former Jumblies Studio Intern, and
Artistic Director of MABELLEarts

Davenport Perth Neighbouhood Centre (DPNC) in 2001. Following
the highly successful presentation of Once A Shoreline in 2004, the
project evolved into a thriving Offshoot.

Find us online at:

www.mabellearts.ca

Artistic Director: Liz Rucker
Artistic Manager: Dan Watson
Associate Artists: Lisa Marie DiLiberto, Eric Schwindt, Jane
Wells, Lynn Simmons, Felicity Williams, Emma Manchester,
Elizabeth Burt and Jumblies Studio interns.
Volunteer: Heather Kent
Liz Rucker, former Jumblie
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s Intern, and Artistic Dir
ector of Arts4All

Alah Jabril, MABELLEarts participant since 2007, in Like An Old Tale
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We thank our…
Private Funders and Donors
• Toronto Community
Foundation
• George Cedric Metcalf
Charitable Foundation
• Barbara Klunder
(designer of the Community
Arts Guild logo)
Government Funders
• Canada Council for the Arts
• Human Resources and Social
Development Canada
• Cultural Human Resources
Council
• Ontario Arts Council
• Ontario Trillium Foundation
• Theatre Ontario
• Toronto Arts Council
• Toronto Community Housing,
Social Investment Fund

Scarborough youth made winter masks.

Partners
• Arts4All
• Aanmitaagzi Storymakers,
Nipissing First Nation
• Boys & Girls Club of East
Scarborough
• Camp Naivelt
• Cedar Ridge Creative Centre
and Gallery
• City of Toronto Cultural
Services
• Davenport Perth
Neighbourhood Centre
• East Scarborough Storefront
• Family Residence, City of
Toronto Shelter, Support and
Housing Administration
• Fixt Point Studio
• Kingston-Galloway
Neighbourhood Action
Partnership
• MABELLEarts
• Neighbourhood Arts Network

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Newcomer Services for Youth,
Toronto Board of Education
Parkdale Singers
Raucous Caucus (Jumblies,
Puppetmongers, Clay & Paper
and Shadowland)
Scarborough Centre for
Healthy Communities (formerly
West Hill Community Services)
The Bridging Project
Thunderbirds Dance Troupe
Toronto Community Housing
University of Toronto Faculty
of Music
Vancouver Moving Theatre
Willow Park Junior Public
School

Jumblies Staff
Artistic Director: Ruth Howard
Managing Director: Keith McNair
Finances:
Michaela Otto
Web Site Manager:
Vanessa Denov
Board of Directors
Marilyn Tate (Co-Chair),
Mara Shaughnessy (Co-Chair),
Paul Bennett (Treasurer),
Nadya Burton (Secretary),
Faduma Ahmed Alim,
Susanne Burkhardt,
Melanie Fernandez,
Lisa Freeman,
Yonah Lewis
Annual Report Design:
Venetia Butler
Helah Cooper (cover)
Photographs
(unless otherwise noted):
Katherine Fleitas
peacephoto.com

Auditors Report
To the Directors of Jumblies Theatre,
We have audited the statement of
financial position of Jumblies Theatre as
at June 30, 2010 and the statement of
operations and changes in net assets for the
year then ended. These financial statements
are the responsibility of the organization’s
management. Our responsibility is to express
an opinion on these financial statements
based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance
with Canadian generally accepted auditing
standards. Those standards require that
we plan and perform an audit to obtain
reasonable assurance whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement.
An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting
principles used and significant estimates made
by management, as well as evaluating the
overall financial statement presentation.
In our opinion, these financial statements
present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the organization as
at June 30, 2010 and the results of its
operations, changes in net assets and cash
flows for the year then ended in accordance
with Canadian generally accepted accounting
principles.

REVENUES
Earned:
Box office, sales, consultancy, workshops and classes
Contracts
Interest
Rental
In kind contributions
		
Private sector:
Individual donations and fundraising
Foundations
		
Government funding
Total revenues
EXPENSES
Artistic
Artists’ fees
Artistic salaries
Production and technical salaries and fees
Production costs
Professional development, documentation and education
Other
Operating
Administration salaries and fees
Rent
Fundraising and development
Office and administration
		
Total expenses
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES

 arinucci & Company
M
Chartered Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants
October 22, 2010

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS, Beginning of year
ACCUMULATED SURPLUS, End of year

2010

2009

$ 5,448
40,143
485
44,336
90,412

$ 19,807
89,934
1,256
200
54,121
165,318

10,992
62,237
73,229
351,550

2,022
116,675
118,697
208,785

515,191

492,800

136,079
135,709
13,625
38,443
23,884
27,754

97,264
144,368
28,265
51,585
19,303
22,359

375,494

363,144

109,917
1,767
3,563
21,234
136,481

75,538
12,676
3,682
27,156
119,052

511,975

482,196

3,216

10,604

23,825

13,221

$27,041

$23,825
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