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Message froM  
the artistic and 
Managing directors

The focus of this year was relationships - forming, nurturing 
and strengthening them. In our third year of residency in East 
Scarborough we got more closely acquainted with existing 
partners and got to know others for the first time. We began 
to bring people from different groups together at Cedar Ridge 
Creative Centre on Tuesday evening arts drop-ins and dinner. 
We collaborated for Jumblies Studio professional development 
activities with local and national colleagues. We got used 
to our two Offshoots becoming grown up and independent 
organizations. 

We provided consultancy for new community arts organizations 
and projects launched by former interns.  We continued to work 
with our core artists and included some new ones. We explored 
the relationship between food, art and community, working with 
culinary artists in Vancouver and in Toronto. We mentored artists, 
youth, and practicum students.  

We entered into conversations and schemes about what Jumblies 
might do in future years. Through all of this, we paved the way 
for our next large production – the culmination of 3 years in 
Scarborough and 10 years of Jumblies Theatre’s existence - Like 
An Old Tale, in December, 2011.  Thanks to everyone who has 
once again supported us through time, funds, in-kind donations, 
advice and creativity. 

JuMblies theatre makes art, with, for and about the people 
and places of Toronto. Our art is rooted in life, ordinary and extraordinary, and our 
community grows out of people doing something together. We dismantle boundaries 
and connect disparate elements. We blend virtuosity and inclusion, story and history, 
activism and art, art and life. We say “Everyone is welcome!” and grapple with the 
implications – aesthetic and social – of meaning it.

Jumblies produces compelling art, 
nurtures artists, builds inclusive 
community and helps enlarge and 
transform the role and nature of art. We 
weave together three stands of work:

Keith McNair,  
Managing Director

Ruth Howard,  
Artistic Director

There is something radical about 
putting certain groups of people in 
a room together and finding a way 
for all of them to connect - also 
about opening the door for people 
to express their own experiences 
or points of view when their voices 
aren’t usually heard. And then when 
you frame it as art, people have to 
listen differently.

Beth Helmers, Lead Artist,  
Jumblies’ Scarborough Project

ProJects, undertaking 
multi-year residencies and creating 
new art works, involving residents in the 
hundreds and dozens of skilled artists.

studio, supporting professional 
learning, mentorship, research and play, 
through workshops, courses, seminars, 
internships and resources.

offshoots, maintaining 
long-term relationships with 
communities, past projects, partners 
and arts leaders.
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coMMunity 
arts guild
What We did:
2010-2011 was our third year in East 
Scarborough, based in the Gardener’s 
Cottage of Cedar Ridge Creative Centre 
and Gallery. From there, we engaged 
over 600 local people in over 150 
workshops with over 20 artists from 
different disciplines and traditions, 
and got ourselves more deeply rooted 
in the neighbourhood with a view 
to our upcoming December, 2011 
production and subsequent Legacy and 
Sustainability Phase.

WINTER: held a performative Winter 

Feast for over 100 people; commissioned 

Juliet Palmer to compose original 

music for our production of Like An Old 

Tale; enticed visual artist Laura Hale 

from Saskatchewan; took part in the 

MABELLEarts Light in Midwinter Parade; 

started a community choir led by Julia 

Churchill and Shifra Cooper; offered 

Lobby Art-making in apartment buildings.

SPRING: started a youth theatre troupe; 

brought in new-to-Jumblies artists 

Kevin Ormsby and Lisa Codrington; 

sewed bags to put stories in; worked 

with Eastview Junior Public School for 

the first time; produced a month-long 

evolving gallery  for the City’s Celebrate 

27 with an installation called the Three 

Lands of Scarborough; held a workshop 

for Like An Old Tale; developed an audio 

play set in a Sri Lankan market with Beth 

Helmers and Tamil Seniors; sculpted sea 

monsters with kids and families; learned 

stilting with Laura Astwood of Ottawa 

and Merle Harley of Shadowland Theatre; 

Celebrated spring at the Guild Inn with 

visitors from Aanmitaagzi Storymakers; 

brought together over 100 Hispanic and 

Tamil Seniors from Davenport Perth 

Neighbourhood Centre and Scarborough 

Centre for Healthy Communities for a 

Cedar Ridge picnic and arts exchange; 

passed on Three Lands of Scarborough 

imagery and text to Mural Routes to use in 

their summer Bridging Project mural.

“I’m so glad to have 
Jumblies because 
here the supplies 
are free, and here I 
sew for people, not 
for myself. And it 
feels good.”

“I’ve lived here for three years, 
and this is the first time I’ve 
gotten to spend time with  
Canadians.”

“You make 
us feel 
young 

again.”

“When I enter I feel positive 
energy and stress less here.  
Everything is here: fun, eating, 
working, smiling faces. Your 
behaviour to little people and 
old people is the same. “

“I feel 
we are a 
family.” 

“There’s not much like this, where 
different people come together. 

I think it’s pretty cool because it’s 
my first time doing it.”

SuMMER: took part in the Bridging 

Project, a collaboration of Scarborough 

agencies working to transform a bridge 

on Lawrence Avenue East, both above 

and below. See http://thebridgingproject.

ogspot.com/.

FALL: shot a fall film with Sean Frey, and 

many community members of all 

ages; made masks at the Lido Motel; 

started a Tuesday arts drop-in at Cedar 

Ridge; invited Veronica Johnny to 

share traditional Aboriginal songs and 

drumming; made soup bowls in the 

Cedar Ridge ceramics studio with Ron 

Remigio; enlisted Yo utano as our cook.
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“I’ve been exposed to people and ideas 
that have changed the way I think about 
art and community, both separately 
and together.”

“I was given the opportunity to 
connect with others in this field, 
and deeply inspired as an artist – 
all over the course of one week.”

“a full-bodied, multi-sensory, 
metaphorical, literal, 
metaphysical and physical tour 
of artmaking in community in 
Toronto - Jumblies’ Arts of All 
Essentials is invaluable.”

“I strongly recommend 
“it” to artists, cultural 
producers, and 
organizations who 
are working in/with 
communities.”

JuMblies 
studio
What We did:

Enjoyed three days of 

Pure Research, thanks to 

Nightswimming Theatre, into 

the complexities of working 

with traumatic stories

Celebrated a decade 
of interns with the 
Jumblies Prom on 
Ice at Harbourfront 
Centre

Collaborated on four workshops as 
part of a Raucous Caucus series (other 
members: Clay&Paper, Puppetmongers and 
Shadowland Theatres), including Jumblies’ 
day on Music Creation and Community 

Hosted seminars with guest 
presenters Mindy Stricke, Laura 
Hale, Lee Maracle and Savannah 
Walling, in partnership with 
Community Arts Ontario

Sent our Artistic Director 
for a three-day residency at 
Queen’s university, Kingston, 
as their annual Stage and 
Screen guest artist

Presented at conferences in St. 
Catharines (Lyric Theatre) and 
Toronto (at Canadian Stage Arts 
Education Symposium and New 
College, university of Toronto)

Mentored advanced interns, including Beth 
Helmers and Julia Churchill (both Metcalf 
Foundation Interns), Charles Ketchabaw and 
Sean Frey (Cultural Jobs), and Laura Hale 
(thanks to the Saskatchewan Arts Board)

Mentored student and youth interns, including Amy 
Connolly, Myia Davar, Feather Julian, Gehan Kalamba 
Tantrege, Jayamini Wickramasinghe, Sammy 
Feilchenfeld, Shifra Cooper, Helah Cooper and Sasha 
Tait Howarth (thanks to Service Canada)

Provided consultancy for new initiatives by former 
interns, including Penny Couchie and Sid Bobb’s 
Aanmitaagi Storymakers, Michael Burtt’s Making 
Room, Lisa Marie Di Liberto’s Tale of a Town and 
Mindy Stricke’s Greetings from Motherland

Started plans and 
conversations about new 
collaborative workshops and 
learning activities in Vancouver, 
Regina and Northern Ontario

Developed 
new  
print and 
digital  
resources

In partnership with 

MABELLEarts and 

Arts4All, offered Arts For 

All Essentials for the 6th 

time in Toronto 

Co-produced the  
first Aanmitaagzi  
Arts For All  
Essentials at Nipissing 
First Nation

Co-produced the second 
Vancouver Downtown Eastside 
Arts For All Institute with 
Vancouver Moving Theatre 
and Oppenheimer Park
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JuMblies offshoots
ARTS4ALL and MABELLEarts, founded in 2001 and 2004 respectively, both grew 
out of Jumblies’ mutli-year residencies. Both are now independently incorporated 
thriving local organizations making art that builds community. Arts4All is based 
at Davenport Perth Neighbourhood Centre and Pelham Park Apartments. 
MABELLEarts is based at the Toronto Community Housing complex at Mabelle Ave. 
and Dundas West in Central Etobicoke. Both remain part of the Jumblies family, 
collaborating on projects and events, sharing resources and contributing to the 
Jumblies Studio learning and mentorship activities.

neWs froM  
forMer 
interns:
This year we provided consultancy (thanks to 
OAC Compass grants) to Michael Burtt’s Making 
Room (in partnership with Parkdale Activity 
and Recreation Centre), and Penny Couchie’s 
Aanmitaagzi Storymakers at Nipissing First 
Nation. Other former interns who have 
produced their own exciting projects include 
Lisa Marie DiLiberto of Fixt Point Theatre, 
whose Tale of a Town is part of Theatre Passe 
Muraille’s 2011 season; Mindy Stricke, whose 
Greetings From Motherland has been launched 
in the u.S., Toronto and on the internet; and 
Dan Watson whose Edge of the Woods Festival 
in Huntsville is now in its 5h season. At Camp 
Naivelt, following our 3-year project and 2008 
production, participatory arts and community 
revitalization are flourishing, with young artists 
taking on new leadership.

“ARTS4YOuTH” was launched, a 
regular afterschool art drop-in 
for young people at Pelham Park 
Apartments, and Pelham Senior’s 
Social weekly evenings were held.

I WAS A BRAVE CHILD, a radio drama based on 
Italian-Portuguese Seniors’ childhood memories 
of WWII, was recorded with Pelham Park Youth 
and previewed to over 150 seniors at Davenport 
Perth Neighbourhood Centre and in Scarborough.

Stories of Fear and 
Courage were  
gathered and explored 
with community 
members.

The FACE2FACE community poetry and 
mask celebration was held at Pelham Park 
Apartments, and 50+ community-written 
poems were created for “The Faces I 
Remember” to be published in 2012.

The Forest of Shadows was 
presented: a sound and visual 
playground featuring radio 
dramas, electro-acoustic 
compositions and performances.

The Arts4All Players continued 
to meet every Monday as a 
core creative group, exploring 
different types of mask, radio 
drama and more.

Mabellearts
artistic director: Leah Houston

general Manager: Miriam Ahmed

artists: Marianne Alas, Kristin Bartlett, 

Michael Burtt, Alexandra Draghici,  

Sean Frey, Juliet Palmer

coMMunity leaders: Pat Austin, 

Sayruq Farah, Mona Roy, Ruhela Syed

youth interns: Sultan Syed, 

Syeeda Hassan

board MeMbers: Noah Kenneally, 

Regan Mancini, Bill Livingstone, Mike 

Lipowski

The summer saw a workshop production 
of The Tethered Heart, a site-specific 
choral piece directed by Alexandra 
Dreghici, and bi-weekly Ramadan Iftar 
(fast-breaking) celebrations with late 
night campfires, art-making and food 
made over an open fire and outdoor oven.

A Light In Mid Winter – a 
multimedia parade with over 
50 artists – welcomed over 
300 revelers from Mabelle, 
Etobicoke and around the city.

Community Leaders 
and Youth Interns from 
the Mabelle community 
continued to be at the 
heart of all MABELLEarts 
activities.

In December, an 
accomplished new General 
Manager (and talented 
culinary artist) Miriam 
Ahmed, was welcomed to 
MABELLEarts.

In the spring: the community-
engaged design company 
Public Displays of Affection 
began a Mabelle residency 
that resulted in beautiful new 
park benches.

MABELLEarts received a 
financial commitment from 
a City Councilor of $125,000 
in Section 37 money to 
complete revitalization of the 
Mabelle Park.
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arts4all
artistic director: Liz Rucker

general Manager: Dan Watson

artists: Katherine Fleitas, Beth Frey, 

Esther Maloney,  Lynn Simmons, Eric Schwindt, 

Keirsten Tough, Jane Wells, Felicity Williams

BOARD MEMBERS: Heather Kent, Tiina Leivo, 

Chris Tolley
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auditors rePort
To the Directors of Jumblies Theatre,

We have audited the accompanying financial 
statements of Jumblies Theatre, which comprise the 
statement of financial position as at June 30, 2011, and 
the statement of operations and changes in net assets 
for the year then ended, and a summary of significant 
accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management is responsible for the preparation 
and fair presentation of these financial statements 
in accordance with Canadian generally accepted 
accounting principles, and for such internal control as 
management determines is necessary to enable the 
preparation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that we comply with ethical 
requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain 
audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. An audit includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and 
the reasonableness of accounting estimates made 
by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide for a basis for 
our audit opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements present 
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of 
Jumblies Theatre as at June 30, 2011, and the results 
of its operations, changes in net assets and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with 
Canadian generally accepted accounting principles.

 Marinucci and Company  
Chartered Accountants 
Licensed Public Accountants 
October 22, 2010

  2011 2010 
EARNED:  

Box office, sales, consultancy, workshops and classes $ 11,791 $ 5,448
Contracts 36,515 40,143 
Interest 397 485 
Rental  - 
In kind contributions 66,748 44,336

  115,451 90,412 
Private sector:  
Individual donations and fundraising 23,135 10,992 
Foundations 55,172 62,237

  78,307 73,229 
Government funding 383,717 351,550 

 
Total revenues 577,475 515,191

ARTISTIC 
Artists’ fees  66,672 136,079 
Artistic salaries 167,848 135,709 
Collaborative partners (Note 7)  88,000  -  
Production and technical salaries and fees 56,956 13,625 
Production costs  53,162 38,443 
Professional development, documentation and education  17,721 23,884
Other  16,445 27,754

 
 466,804 375,494

OPERATING
Administration salaries and fees  80,938 109,917 
Rent 1,969 1,767 
Fundraising and development 9,736 3,563 
Office and administration 17,601 21,234

  110,244 136,481 

TOTAL ExPENSES 577,048 511,975

ExCESS OF REVENuES OVER ExPENSES  427  3,216

Partners:
Arts4All, Aanmitaagzi Storymakers, 
Boys and Girls Club of East Scarborough, 
Cedar Ridge Creative Centre, City of 
Toronto Cultural Services, Davenport 
Perth Neighbourhood Centre, East 
Scarborough Storefront, Eastview 
Junior Public School, City of Toronto 
Shelter Support and Housing, Fixt 
Point Studio, Kingston Galloway 
Neighbourhood Action Partnership, 
MABELLEarts, Making Room, Parkdale 
Singers, Raucous Caucus, The Bridging 
Project, Scarborough Centre for Healthy 
Communities, Toronto Community 
Housing, Vancouver Moving Theatre, 
Willow Park Junior Community School

staff:
artistic director: Ruth Howard
Managing director: Keith McNair
lead artists: Beth Helmers and 
Sean Frey 
community engagement coordinator: 
Hillari Blumfald 
finances: Michaela Otto
artists: Marianne Alas, Neema Bickersteth, 
Stephanie Chua, Julia Churchill (a Metcalf 
Intern), Lisa Codrington, Penny Couchie, 
Sharada Eswar, Katherine Fleitas,  
Laura Hale (thanks to the Saskatchewan 
Arts Board), Veronica Johnny, Lilia Leon, 
Charles Ketchabaw, Doug MacNaughton, 
Sue Miner, Kevin Ormsby, Juliet Palmer, 
Ron Remigio, Diana Tso, Erna Van Daele, 
and others
Photographs (unless otherwise noted) 
Katherine Fleitas - peacephoto.com 
Website: Vanessa Denov
annual report design: Venetia Butler

board of directors: 
co-chair: Marilyn Tate
co-chair: Melanie Fernandez 
treasurer: Paul Bennett
secretary: Nadya Burton
Faduma Ahmed Alim, Yonah Lewis 
Susanne Burkhardt, Lisa Freeman
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We thanK our:
Private funders:
Toronto Community Foundation, George 
Cedric Metcalf Charitable Foundation,  
J. K. Bickell Foundation, TELuS

governMent funders: 
Canada Council for the Arts, Human 
Resources and Social Development 
Canada, Cultural Human Resources 
Council, Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada, Ontario Arts Council, 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, Theatre 
Ontario, Toronto Arts Council, Toronto 
Community Housing, City of Toronto 
Cultural Services


