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MABELLEarts is a Jumblies Offshoot Project in
Central Etobicoke. MABELLEarts offers indoor and

outdoor collaborative projects with multiple art
forms and traditions that celebrate the possibilities

of transient, makeshift and imperfect spaces and
make room for creative activity and transformation.

Artistic Director: Leah Houston • 416-203-8428 
designing4desire@yahoo.ca

Jumblies Theatre: makes art in everyday and
unexpected places with, for and about the people
and stories found there, thus creating transient

utopias and lasting ripples. Everyone is welcome.

Artistic Director: Ruth Howard 
416 203 8428 • info@jumbliestheatre.org 
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MABELLE MENTORS 2008
Mabelle Mentors gave individualized opportunities and support to young
people living in the Mabelle-Dundas Toronto Community Housing buildings,
most of whom had been involved for several years with Jumblies Theatre’s
residency in the area - now continuing as MABELLEarts. While these young
people were being mentored by Jumblies artists, they also took on roles of
mentorship for other people, younger and older, in their community.

In the initial proposal, we described the Mabelle Mentors process in this way:
Starting with their current abilities and experience, Jumblies will nurture the
development of each youth’s confidence and self-sufficiency as they create and
implement their own personalized work plan. The project will support the
youth to take charge of realizing their own ideas, and/or to develop skills,
knowledge and confidence as they contribute to and participate in existing
Mabelle arts activities that interest them.

The core participants of Mabelle Mentors were four out-of-school youth -
Qadar, Shukri, Dahab and Fahima. The project also involved several in-school
teenagers, who contributed to the various MABELLEarts projects in less
intensive ways. The participants were not required to have a specific career
interest in the arts. Through Jumblies’ mingling of art, life rituals and
community-engagement, they all had a chance to develop skills and confidence
in areas that supported their own aspirations.
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QADAR ADEN
When asked about his time working with Jumblies, Qadar Aden breaks into a
smile and talks about the many tasks he found himself doing since participating
in Bridge of One Hair in 2007: driving community members to activities and
events, drumming, working with young children, shooting video, helping with
Lantern Garden (an outdoor summer arts program), and with a giant-puppet
pageant at the local school. But nothing matches his enthusiasm when talking
about his carpentry apprenticeship during the summer 2008 Lantern Garden.
With his carpentry mentor Lev Yaeger, Qadar built a wooden arbor that now
stands in the Mabelle parkette. Qadar is proud to describe his new technical
skills, and to talk of the structure and the process of building it when
neighbours stop to ask him about it.

Qadar came to Toronto and Mabelle when he was 8. Before that, he that he
lived in Ethiopia, moving from his native Somalia while still a baby. He graduated
from high school in 2007. Community is important to Qadar, and this is
reflected in his memories of the production - “It was hard work but we were
all there.” - as well as in the way he talks about his Mabelle neighbourhood -
“This is the kind of place where you want to grow up; people talk to each
other, we can’t close off from each other.” In the future, Qadar hopes to take
his enthusiasm into the culinary arts program at George Brown College with
the intention of becoming a chef.
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SHUKRI ALI 
At 22, Shukri Ali is an artist of hospitality: something that is at the heart of
Jumblies’ philosophy. During the winter months, Shukri could be found helping
the women of  Madbakh to prepare and serve Somali food and tea to those in
the sewing room and those lucky enough to be in the office at the time. During
Lantern Garden she helped make the lemonade and Aoli, and became the
project’s town crier, cajoling friends and neighbours to come to the market
later on in the day. Shukri  helped with many other organizational and
community outreach tasks related to the sewing project and Lantern Garden,
contributed many of her own embroidery pieces to the fabric art creations
made by the Wednesday Somali women’s sewing group, and danced with other
Somali women whenever she had the chance.

Shukri is a polyglot, speaking five languages: Somali, French,Arabic, English and
Afar, the language of Djibouti where she was born. She moved to Paris, France
when she twelve and lived there for four years. In 2001, she moved to Canada,
and, after a short sojourn in Ottawa, she settled in Toronto at Mabelle and
Dundas. While she considers Canada her home, Shukri isn’t done with
traveling. She plans soon to visit Dubai in hopes of setting up an import/export
business, for which her knowledge of languages as well as her humour, care and
vibrant personality will be key to her success.
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DAHAB ADAWE
When Dahab first came to Jumblies in 2006, to help with the production of
Bridge of One Hair, she was very quiet. She was drawn to our fabric arts and
costume-making, even though she had never sewn by hand or used a sewing
machine before. Two years later, under the guidance of Marianne Alas and
Amina Beegun, Dahab, now 25, has become a confident hand and machine
sewer, and has, in her turn, taught these skills to many other women. She has
become a first hand in the sewing room, taking charge of jobs and helping
others in many ways. She has also created many of her own embroidery works,
has grown far more talkative and comfortable with people of diverse
backgrounds.

Dahab was born in Somalia but moved while she was a baby to Kenya before
coming to Canada: first to Windsor and then to Toronto.While working with
Jumblies, Dahab has been completing her high school credits through an adult
education program and has one more course to finish before she graduates.
She is unsure what will follow, but she does know that she wants to work with
people.
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FAHIMA MOHAMED
Fahima Mohamed is the most recent Mabelle Mentor. During our first Summer
2008 community market, Fahima immediately began helping to sell vegetables,
care for the younger children, paint at the art station and helped to pack-up  at
the end. She was rapidly adopted into the project, and became a core member
of Lantern Garden. While Fahima was indispensable to every aspect of the
summer project, it was in caring for and working creatively with the younger
children that she most excelled, and this reflects a career path she plans to
follow.

Fahima, 19, has lived in the Mabelle community for three months, and in
Toronto for a year and a half. Previously she lived in Windsor for 7 years. Before
coming to Canada, Fahima lived in Kenya for 11 years, moving from her native
Somalia when she was a baby.As the oldest sibling of four brothers and three
sisters, Fahima’s role as a sister is important to her and a point of pride. Sister
also has another meaning for her. She explains that she uses the word to
empower herself as a Muslim sister: an international sisterhood she draws
strength from. Fahima dreams of traveling to London, Paris, Dubai, Egypt but
especially China, a country that has fascinated her since she was a little girl.
Currently finishing her final credit of high school, Fahima plans to obtain her
certificate in early childhood education at college, and then to attend university
and get a teacher’s degree.
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